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“Waiting” 
Sermon by Rev. David D. Colby 

Luke 21:25-36 and 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 

D E C E M B E R  2 ,  2 0 1 8  

We don't have to wait much in our 
world.  We have answers to any trivia 
questions at our fingertips.  We can stream 
whatever movie we want to watch at 
whatever time is convenient.  We can - well 
you can - order Christmas presents on 
Amazon during a sermon.  Travel is so 
reliable and relatively inexpensive we can go 
anywhere in the world at any time.  All 
without waiting. 

Until we do have to wait.  “Be on 
guard,” Jesus warns (Luke 21:34).  “Be alert 
at all times, praying that you may have the 
strength to escape all these things that will 
take place” (Luke 21:36). 

Two Sundays ago, I was in Puerto 
Rico, with a group of fourteen others from 
this church on a trip to do disaster relief.  
And we had the opportunity to worship with 
the congregation of the Presbyterian Church 
of Añasco.  Since the main sanctuary of 
“their temple,” they called it, was still being 
repaired, worship was in a small back 
classroom, with pews closely tucked 

together.  Tambourines and voices the only 
musical instruments in the room. 

And we heard a similar gospel 
passage, and the sermon was thinking about 
a similar message of waiting, and Jesus 
talking about things that would have to be 
endured.  Now as far as we know Jesus 
never experienced hurricanes during the 
years he walked this earth.  The Middle East 
might get a rare tropical cyclone, but not a 
hurricane like the Carribean islands.  And 
certainly not a Hurricane Maria. 

But in Añasco - for those in the pews 
that day – the interpretation of the passage 
was all about hurricanes.  The memories of 
waiting for the winds to subside and the 
rains to cease.  Waiting as the storm surge 
hit and the rivers flooded and the roads 
were covered.  Waiting as the little town was 
cut off because of flood waters for 15 days.  
And wondering when the next hurricane 
would come, and whether it would be worse.  
And wondering whether the people would 
this time be able to endure. 
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So in our world when we rarely need 
to wait for anything, we too can realize that 
sometimes we will need to wait.  For us here 
in Minnesota, the immediate threat is not 
another hurricane.  But we can imagine 
waiting for help.  Waiting for the next scan.  
Waiting to get the results.  Waiting for an 
election.  Waiting for justice.  In the waiting 
room, holding hands and hoping, waiting 
for good news. 

The liturgical season of Advent is set 
in a season of short days and long nights.  
And it is a time that teaches us about 
waiting.  Waiting for Christmas, we might 
tell children at children’s time.  But for older 
kids and adults – the season of Advent is 
about waiting for more than an annual 
celebration.  It is not just about waiting for 
presents to be opened and time to finally 
relax after the cards are written and the gifts 
purchased and the parties thrown and 
attended.  It is about waiting for God’s 
guidance for our lives.  It is about waiting for 
God’s deliverance from shame and enemies 
and the poverty and warfare that infect our 
world.   

Guy Sayles wrote about Advent, 
using quotes from two theologians.  Advent 
is a season of longing during which, as 
Gordon Lathrop puts it, “the Christian 
assembly tells the truth about a world still full 
of waiting and want.”1   Advent puts us in 
feeling-touch with what Ronald Rolheiser 
describes as “an unquenchable fire, a 
restlessness, a longing, a disquiet, a hunger, 
a loneliness, a gnawing nostalgia, a 
wildness that cannot be tamed, a congenital 
all-embracing ache that lies at the center of 
human experience.”  That ache includes a 
yearning for hope, a hunger for meaning, a 
thirst for joy, a need for mystery, a craving 

for ecstasy, and, most of all, a desire to be 
known and loved.2  

Today we will celebrate the 
sacrament of communion.  In communion 
we remember the past events – the many 
meals Jesus shared with friends and 
strangers as well as that final supper, with 
Jesus’ promise to us along with the betrayal 
of his friends.  And we anticipate a heavenly 
banquet in which all are gathered at a feast.  
In communion, we get a taste of that 
banquet as we watch and participate in 
streaming forward toward the table.  And 
then we get a taste – but only a taste.  The 
rest of the feast will have to wait. 

One other thing.  We may hate 
waiting – but it appears that God is willing to 
wait on us.  Psalm 25 says that “all the paths 
of the Lord are steadfast love and 
faithfulness” (Ps 25:11).  Of a God who 
does not give up on us.  A God who takes a 
long-term approach, coming to us not as a 
powerful superhero able to fix all wrongs 
and defeat all enemies – but a God patient 
enough to come as a young, vulnerable 
baby. 

There are some things worth waiting 
for.  In fact, in our time of instant 
gratification – it is very good to remember 
that some things cannot be purchased 
online.  Some truths cannot be googled.  
Some things will take prayer and 
anticipation and hard work.  Some of God’s 
promises will unfold over a lifetime.   

 Waiting - not for the other shoe to 
drop.  Not for the thing you have long-
feared would happen.  Not for the bad news 
you have been expecting.  But waiting for 
something so good.  So good that it takes 
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preparation, cultivation, practice.  Waiting 
for no less than the holy presence of God to 
break into our lives and into the world. 

May it be so.  O come, o come, 
Emmanuel.  Amen. 

 

____________________________________________ 

1  Guy Sayles, “Advent Preaching when Everybody is Talking about Religion – Especially Politicians” in 
Journal for Preachers, Vol. XXXVI, No. 1 (Advent 2012), 13.  Sayles cites Gordon Lathrop, Holy Ground: 
A Liturgical Cosmology (Minneapolis: Augsburg Fortress Press, 2003) 170. 

 2  Guy Sayles, “Advent Preaching when Everybody is Talking about Religion – Especially Politicians” in 
Journal for Preachers, Vol. XXXVI, No. 1 (Advent 2012), 13.  Sayles cites Ronald Rolheiser, The Holy 
Longing  (New York: Doubleday, 1999) 4-5.

 


