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“Deep Waters” 
Sermon by Rev. David D. Colby 

Psalm 138 and Luke 5:1-11 

F E B R U A R Y  1 0 ,  2 0 1 9  

In the book turned into a movie, A 
River Runs Through It, Norman Maclean 
draws connections between the Christian 
faith and the power of water to hold stories.  
Here is how his story opens. 

In our family, there was no clear line 
between religion and fly fishing.  We 
lived at the junction of great trout 
rivers in western Montana, and our 
father was a Presbyterian minister 
and a fly fisherman who tied his own 
flies and taught others.  He told us 
about Christ's disciples being 
fishermen, and we were left to 
assume, as my brother and I did, that 
all first-class fishermen on the Sea of 
Galilee were fly fishermen and that 
John, the favorite, was a dry-fly 
fisherman.  

There are many passages about 
fishing in the gospels.  And like Norman 
Maclean, I can make some connections to 
something I like to do and the key gospel 
teachings.  For I too am a flyfisherman.  
Though not a very good one.  And I know 

that in the streams in which I fish, I like 
fishing in the shallow waters.  With my 
polarized sunglasses, I feel more 
comfortable where I can see the bottom, to 
have a sense of where I can wade safely, 
and also see where the fish might be.  To 
see the rocks that slow the current.  The 
shallow waters feel safe, comfortable, and 
have provided me with the small successes 
that I have appreciated. 

Jesus was giving fishing instructions 
on a big lake, to disciples, or about-to-be 
disciples, fishing with nets.  So despite what 
Norman Maclean wrote about the best 
disciples being flyfishers, there are some 
differences here in technique.  They are in 
boats, using nets, not the fine precision 
casting to a trout carefully sipping insects off 
the surface.  But Jesus offers some fishing 
advice to this rugged guy who has made 
fishing his life.  Cast your nets into the deep 
water. 

We have been following stories from 
the Gospel of Luke, chapter 4 the last two 
weeks, chapter five today, chapter six next 
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week.  A plug for Bible study and Sunday 
school – to really explore these passages 
and how they fit together into a unique 
gospel message that Luke is trying to 
communicate. Simon has been mentioned 
before – but this is the first time he really 
appears on the scene in Luke.  Simon, the 
fisherman.  He is the owner of the boat Jesus 
commissioned to put out a bit from shore so 
that Jesus could teach the crowd that had 
gathered on the lakeshore. 

He has been fishing in Lake 
Gennesaret, otherwise known as the Sea of 
Galilee.  Like Bde Maka Ska which was 
called Lake Calhoun for a relatively brief 
portion of history.  Or Gichi-Gami, the great 
Sea, Lake Superior.  Luke calls it Lake 
Gennesaret, and that is where the scene 
opens, with Jesus and Simon the Fisherman, 
having endured a rough night.  Until Jesus 
shows up.  And when Jesus finishes 
teaching, Jesus says to him, "Put out into the 
deep water, and let down your nets for a 
catch." 

Can you imagine – you are the 
professional.  You know what you are doing.  
Usually.  But this time the fish were just not 
biting – to use a Minnesota expression.  They 
weren’t there today.  And as a result, the 
paycheck is going to be slim.  And your 
family is going to go hungry.  So here comes 
this guy walking along – and sure he could 
teach about all sorts of important things, but 
does he know anything about fishing?  But 
he offers some advice, and if you are Simon, 
what do you have left to lose? 

We get the dialogue.  "Master, we 
have worked all night long but have caught 
nothing.  Yet if you say so, I will let down the 
nets” (Luke 5:5). 

It is a story about fishing.  And then it 
becomes about sudden, unexpected 
abundance where it was not expected.  
About resources available, if only you know 
where to cast your nets.  "They caught so 
many fish that their nets were beginning to 
break."  And they had to signal the other 
fishing boat to come and help them.  For the 
nets were so full of fish. 

But we come to church not for fishing 
instruction but for lessons about life.  And 
here I want to suggest that there is wisdom 
in casting our nets into deep waters.  That 
there is an abundance where we assume 
only scarcity.  That it is okay to accept help, 
whether in getting advice, counseling, or 
asking for help like Simon does in whistling 
over to the other boat.  And on a weekend 
of VocalPoint concerts  as we highlight the 
work of the Walk-In Counseling Center there 
are so many connections between the 
healing power of this story and our lives and 
the work of this church. 

And so as I listened to the music 
yesterday in this space, and saw the stars 
sparkling overhead, I was hearing so much 
resonance to this story.  Simon the 
fisherman, who had been trying the same 
thing, over and over again, all night long 
with no success.  It wasn't from lack of effort.  
And in the concert you can hear this 
afternoon, you too can hear words written 
between a composer, Linda Kachelmeier 
and Voices of Hope - a women's prison choir 
at the Minnesota Correctional Facility in 
Shakopee.  And within those lyrics, these 
words whispered. 

I'm lost I don't know what to do. 
All I know what was working for me 
isn't working anymore. 
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I'm lost I don't know what to do. 
So lift me up.  

And Jesus says, cast your nets into 
the deep waters.  And Simon, the fisherman, 
who was up all night trying with no success, 
gets hope and the nets are lifted up, and 
where there had been scarcity before comes 
abundance. 

We say that at Central, we don’t 
need to pretend that life is smoother than it 
is.  We don’t have to put on a mask and 
answer only “Fine,” when asked how we are 
doing.  Like the fishers in the other boat, we 
know that it is okay to get signaled that we 
need to come alongside, that there will be 
nets and other burdens that require support 
and assistance to be lifted. 

That here, we can create a 
community of care and concern.  Where 
webs of support are formed between people 
that offer sustenance and hope and 
compassion.  Where we can hear voices of 
encouragement that suggest we can try 
something different.  That we can cast our 
nets on the other side.  That we can find 
some deep waters where you can get 
wisdom and perspective and ask for help 
and get it. 

It is a weekend for deep waters – a 
weekend of focusing on mental health.  It is 
a story about plumbing the depths of our 
faith, about trying new things, and taking the 
risks that come with deep water. 

It is also a story about an unexpected 
transformation.  After this day of 
phenomenal success – so many fish that 
Simon needs extra help to get the boat in 
and unloaded,  

Having hauled in this huge catch of 
fish, having been given the 
opportunity to make a good return, 
thus reversing the earlier fruitless 
expedition, Simon now does the 
strangest thing.  He pulls ashore his 
boat, with the catch, and walks away 
from it, livelihood and all.  

It’s like the dog that finally caught the 
car he had been chasing all these years, and 
having caught it, didn’t know what to do 
with himself anymore.  It’s like one of the 
most accomplished basketball players, male 
or female, in all of history saying that she 
was going to take a year off from the game 
to pursue ministry opportunities.  

Someone who having looked into 
those deep waters and followed a voice, 
realized there was something else tugging at 
his soul, calling him on to new things.  
Someone who had hired him out for his 
boat, but as he heard him teaching, as he 
tried the idea of deep waters, he called him 
“Master.”  

Every once in a while you meet 
someone inspiring.  Someone who can keep 
pointing you to better things, deeper 
insights, someone who looks at you and sees 
the best in your potential.  For Simon, he has 
now met his master, and his life will not be 
the same.  And he leaves his boat and 
everything else behind to follow Jesus.   

And now, to imagine us, to imagine 
the church as the Body of Christ.  To offer 
wisdom from the deep waters.  To help hold 
space for people we love, and for people 
who seek inspiration and hope and courage 
and health and wholeness.   
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May we be filled with peace and 
hope and courage and compassion.  May it 

be so for us, for those we love, for this 
congregation.  Amen. 
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