


PARKING 
Free parking is available Sundays in the MPR lot 
and the World Trade Center Parking Ramp across 
from MPR on Cedar Street.  If parking in the ramp, 
be sure to get a chaser ticket from the usher to 
avoid ramp fees.  For weekday parking options, 
visit our website. 
 
ACCESSIBILITY 

Large print worship bulletins and hymns 
are available from the ushers or in back 
of the sanctuary. 
 
The sanctuary is T-coil enabled for those 
with hearing aid technology.  If you 
require other assistance, hearing devices 
are available from ushers. 
 
Reserved parking and a wheelchair 
ramp are available in the MPR lot off 9th 
Street East.  Accessible restrooms are in 
the hall by side sanctuary doors and on 
the lower level. 
 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
Central Presbyterian Church 
500 Cedar Street | Saint Paul, MN 55101 
(651) 224-4728   
office@cpcstpaul.org  

IN OUR PRAYERS 
Central is a caring community of faith that includes 
members, friends, and visitors.  We give thought to 
those who are rarely or currently not able to attend 
worship here.  Today, we keep in our prayers 
Jacqueline Vosecky.  
 
CHILDREN 
Children are always welcome at Central as a mark 
of a healthy and vibrant community. Young 
children can stay with you in worship, or you can 
escort them upstairs to our nursery. For children 
who stay with you, we offer worship bags of child 
friendly activities at the back of the sanctuary. 
(Please return them either to an usher or to the tree 
stand at the end of the service.)  Children are also 
invited to the front of the sanctuary during worship 
for a special children’s message. 
 
FLOWERS 
If you would like to donate flowers for worship (in 
honor of someone or in celebration of something 
important), please contact Anna at (651) 224-
4728 or office@cpcstpaul.org.   
 
LICENSE 
The music in today’s bulletin is reprinted with 
permission, OneLicense.net A-71257.  The Prayer 
of Confession and Assurance of Pardon are by 
Rev. Mindi, and posted on Rev-o-lution at  
http://rev-o-lution.org.  They are archived on the 
website https://re-worship.blogspot.ca/2013/08/
confession-broken-people.html. 

W W W . C E N T R A L F O R G O O D . O R G  



O R D E R  O F  W O R S H I P  
As we gather in this space to worship, let us listen for God’s still, small voice by silencing our cell phones,  

refraining from conversation, and using the music to bring us into a time of reflection and prayer. 

 Please stand in body or in spirit 
 

 
PRELUDE Lo, How a Rose is Blooming [ arr. Charles Ore ] 
 
WELCOME  Rev. David Colby 
 
 CALL TO WORSHIP AND LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES Robert Porter  

L: The church seems to follow a different calendar than that of our culture.   
  Inside these walls, we are praying and waiting.   
 C: Everywhere else, time seems to have sped up. 
 L: Here we are invited to slow down.  The promise of this Advent season is the  
  coming of God’s peace 
 C: Into our lives and into God’s world 
 L: So settle in as we light the first Advent candle, the candle of peace.   
  Let us worship God. 
  
 PROCESSIONAL HYMN  O Come, O Come, Emmanuel [ #88 ] 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
and ransom captive Israel, 
that mourns in lonely exile here 
until the Son of God appear. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 
O come, thou Dayspring, come and cheer 
our spirits by thine advent here; 
disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 
and death’s dark shadows put to flight. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 
O come, Desire of nations, bind 
all peoples in one heart and mind; 
bid envy, strife, and discord cease; 
fill the whole world with heaven’s peace. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
shall come to thee, O Israel.  



 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION    

Creator God,  
you created the earth, whole and round;  
you created us to be whole people.  
But we have become fragmented, cracked and broken.  
We have been broken by false promises,  
lost relationships, shattered trust.  
We have become cracked with the experience of systemic sin:  
prejudice, oppression and fear.  
We have become fragmented,  
building up walls instead of lending hands.  
Forgive us when we have done the breaking,  
heal us where we have been hurt.  
Let your light shine through our cracks and scars  
so that we might bring light to the world,  
showing that in You we are made whole.  
In you we find healing.  
In you we find renewed life.  
Help us to forgive, to love, to mend. Amen. 

 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON   
 
CHILDREN’S TIME Rev. David Colby  

We invite young children to stay in worship with their families following the passing of the peace,  
or they may have their parents/guardians sign them into the nursery upstairs.  

 
 PASSING THE PEACE 
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
  
GREEK SCRIPTURES Luke 21:25-36 [ p. 74 in pew Bible ] 
 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 [ p. 180 in pew Bible ] 

L: The Word of the Lord 
C:   Thanks be to God 


COMMUNION MEDITATION - “Waiting” Rev. David Colby 
 
THE SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION 



 
INVITATION TO THE TABLE 
 
 HYMN All Who Hunger [ #509 ] 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER  

L:   The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
L: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord our God. 
L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

 
COMMUNION BY INTINCTION  

All are invited to come forward, take a piece of bread (gluten-free) and dip the bread into the chalice.  
We use grape juice, rather than wine. If you are not able to come forward for communion, a team of servers  

will serve you in your seat.  
 
COMMUNION MUSIC   
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

God of grace, you renew us at your table with the bread of life.  May this food 
strengthen us in peace and help us to serve you in your world.  Amen. 

 
OFFERING OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS    

Please place the Friendship Pad sheet in the offering plate. 
 
OFFERTORY  Lo, The Beginning [ setting by Mark Schweizer ]  



W O R S H I P  N E X T  W E E K  
An inspirational story first told in Le Chambon, France will come to life in the children's 
Christmas Pageant, "Giving Dangerously."  We will welcome new members and celebrate the 
sacrament of baptism.  Children’s Christmas Pageant. 

 DOXOLOGY Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow

 PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 
 HYMN  My Soul Cries Out with a Joyful Shout [ #100 ]
    
 BENEDICTION 
  
POSTLUDE  Toccata on “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” [ arr. Grimoaldo Macchia ]
  
 
 





A WORD FROM REV.  COLBY 

Here at Central, we like to proclaim that we are “In the City for Good.”  I think it is spot on for what this 
church is all about.  At Central, our worship is connected to our daily lives.  Our mission, including using our 
facilities as a temporary shelter for homeless children and their parents last month, is not separated from our 

praise and prayers.  Trusting Jesus’ warning that “God alone is good,” we don’t claim to be perfect, but we do 
want to participate in God’s work in and among us.  This is a church with a historic past but an even brighter 

future.  We are growing in people, energy, and faith.  We invite you into this community of faith and hope. 

If you are visiting today, I hope that you will introduce yourself to me after the service.   
Welcome to Central! 

NEW MEMBER CLASS 
TODAY 11:45 A.M. - 2:30 P.M.   
Following worship, Rev.  Colby and the New 
Members and Volunteers Committee will meet 
with those participating in the New Members 
Class in the upstairs lounge. 

TUBACHRISTMAS 
Today at 4:00 p.m., our annual tradition of 
hosting Tuba Christmas continues as we 
welcome over 120 low-brass players to our 
sanctuary.  The concert features well-known 
Christmas Carols played in 4-part harmony 
by players of all levels.  Free-will offering.   
 
ALTERNATIVE GIFT MARKET 
AFTER WORSHIP DECEMBER 2, 9, 16 
DURING LUNCH DEC. 5 AND 12 
Central’s annual Alternative Gift Market offers 
many ways to give and share this Christmas!  

 Donate to worthy causes, such as Heifer 
Project (buy a goat!), Martha’s Closet, and 
VocalPoint. 

 Make or purchase mittens, gloves, hats, 
scarves…. And place on the Mitten Tree. 

 Do some Christmas shopping for Fair 
Trade items that support our neighbors in 
other parts of the world.   There is 
beautiful handcrafted jewelry, gifts for the 
home, and yummy foods from all over the 
globe. 

 
THE GIVING TREE 
This year, the Central Giving Tree will support 
and benefit two groups.  First, Central will 
partner with the Ramsey County Department 
of Health and Human Services to help families 
in need.  Gifts should be wrapped and 
returned by December 16.  Please include the 
receipts along with the gift so exchanges can 
be made if needed.  Central is also partnering 
with the Family Place to provide Welcome 
Home gifts to help those moving into new 
homes.  Those gifts should be left unwrapped 
and returned also by December 16. 

Cards of requested items can be picked up 
from the tree in the Friendship Room.  If you 
have any questions, please contact Kelly 
Ishizuka at ishiz001@umn.edu and have a 
Merry Christmas! 



SATURDAY, DECEMBER 8 
DECK THE HALLS 
Help us ring in the holidays at Central and 
volunteer to decorate the church for 
Christmas!  Friday, Dec. 7 volunteers well help 
prep the building for decoration from 10:00 
a.m. - 12:00 p.m. and Saturday, Dec. 8 will 
be the big group decorating effort.  The 
schedule of events include: 
 9:30 a.m. Children’s pageant rehearsal 

 10:00 a.m.  Brunch is served (Tickets go 
on sale Sunday, Dec. 2) 

 10:30 a.m.  North Suburban Chorus 
program in the Dining Room. 

 11:15 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. Decorating! 

Child care will be available.  To learn more, 
go to www.centralforgood.org/deck-the-halls.   
 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 16 – 10:30 A.M. 
A SERVICE OF NINE LESSONS AND 
CAROLS 
A special service of music celebrating the 
advent of Christ, presented by the Central 
Choir and guest instrumentalists.  
 
DECEMBER 20 - 7:30 P.M. 
SONGS OF THE SEASON:   
CAROLS BY MINNESOTANS 
Named “most imaginative classical holiday 
program” by the Star Tribune, and performed 
to overflow audiences for the past six years, 
The Schubert Club’s annual Songs for the 
Season program features winter songs and 
carols by more than a dozen Minnesota 
composers and songwriters. This year’s 
program features music composed and 
arranged by Central's Composer-in-Residence 

Abbie Betinis, Bob Dylan, Neal & Leandra, 
and even John Denver, who temporarily made 
Minnesota home.  This year, due to audience 
demand, Schubert Club is expanding to add a 
second performance at the historic Central 
Presbyterian Church. Central Choir will be a 
guest choir for this event.  The concert is free 
and open to the public.   
 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 23 - 11:30 A.M. 
ALL CHURCH CAROLING AT  
CENTRAL TOWERS 
Join members of the choir, kids, adults, 
friends and not-yet-friends for a short time of 
singing favorite Christmas Carols for our 
neighbors at Central Towers (Senior 
Apartments and Assisted Living across the 
street from Central).  All voices are welcome 
and encouraged, and a special invitation to 
our children – kids bring a special joy to our 
older friends!  Parents, please make sure to 
accompany your kids for this special 
event.  Meet in the Friendship Room after 
worship;  enjoy a cup of coffee, juice,  and a 
cookie, and then we’ll walk over as a group 
around noon.  
 
DECEMBER 24 
CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP SERVICES 
Worship at 4:00 p.m. with carols and a 
professional vocal quartet.  Worship at 10:30 
p.m. with candlelight, Central Choir,  and 
organ.  Musical prelude 15 minutes prior to 
worship.  



 
 

 

 
 

SUPPORTING  
CENTRAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

 

My Stewardship Pledge for 2019 is 
$___________ per week / month / year.        

                        (circle one) 

Print Name:   

Signature:   

Email:   
 

WAYS TO GIVE: 

___  Please give me a box of weekly offering 
envelopes. 

___  I want to pay monthly by direct debit 
transfer. (Download form on website at 
www.centralforgood.org/ACH-Form.pdf ) 

___  Please call me about donating stock or 
other investments. 

___  I want to make donation by credit card 
through PayPal. (To do so, go to  
www.centralforgood.org/donate ) 

___  In addition, I would like to make a 
special year-end gift of $_____________. 

Return to offering plate or office by Dec. 10. 

Orders are due by Monday, Dec. 17. 

This year, we continue with a Central 
tradition to decorate our sanctuary and 
church with greenery and poinsettias.  To 
donate, simply complete the following 
form and return with payment.  Christmas 
decorations will start to take their place 
around the church during our Deck the 
Halls event on December 8. 

Your Name:    

Phone / Email:    

If you are purchasing in honor or memory 
of someone, please list their name(s):  

                  
 

                       TOTAL DUE  $   

Checks should be made payable to  
Central Presbyterian Church. 

Complete and return to offering plate or office. 

CHRISTMAS  
GREENERY & POINSETT IAS  

PLANT QTY TOTAL 

Sm. Poinsettia  
(5-7 blooms) 

  

Lg. Poinsettia  
(10-18 blooms) 

  

Evergreen Swag   

Wreath   

PRICE 
EACH 

$  9.00 

$17.00 

$12.00 

$25.00 





C E N T R A L  T E A M  
PASTORAL CARE 

Rev. Dr. David Colby, Pastor 
dcolby@cpcstpaul.org, ext 102 

Maureen Smith, Pastoral Associate 
mcsmith@tc.umn.edu 

Parish Associates: Rev. Casey Wells,  
Rev. Doug Throckmorton,  

Rev. Lou Bender 

ADMINISTRATION 
Anna Sanchez, Church Administrator 

office@cpcstpaul.org, ext 100 

Christie Rachelle, Communications 
cpc@christierachelle.com 

Matt Ehling, Treasurer 
William Zopfi, Treasurer Emeritus 

Mary Lange, Evening Receptionist 

Patrick Cook, Sexton  

MUSIC 
Jennifer Anderson, Director of Music 

jennifera@cpcstpaul.org, ext 103 

Music Staff: Shanta Hejmadi, Abbie 
Betinis, Adam Van der Sluis, Steve 

Swanson, David Winkworth  

YOUTH PROGRAMS 
Erik Juvonen,  

Child & Youth Coordinator 
erik@cpcstpaul.org 

Megan Beese, Preschool Teacher 

FOOD MINISTRY 
Barb Westman, Chef & Manager 

Barb.westman@gmail.com, ext 114 

Sue LeClaire, Sous Chef 

Peter Evarts, Dishwasher 

MARTHA’S CLOSET 
Sandy White, Director 

wjands7@aol.com, ext 112 

T H I S  W E E K  AT  C E N T R A L  
SUNDAY 12/2 
9:30 a.m.  Education for All Ages 
10:30 a.m. Worship  
11:30 a.m. Coffee and Fellowship 
11:30 a.m. Alternative Gift Market  
11:45 a.m. New Member Class 
4:00 p.m. TubaChristmas Concert 
7:00 p.m. St. Paul AA Speaker Meeting 
 
TUESDAY 12/4 
10:45 a.m. Staff Meeting 
12:00 p.m. Martha’s Closet 
1:30 p.m. Worship, Music & Arts Meeting 
6:00 p.m. DAPNC Meeting 
6:15 p.m. New Members & Volunteers  
  Committee Meeting 
 
WEDNESDAY 12/5 
10:30 a.m. Peaceful Presence 
11:45 a.m. Wednesday Lunch with  
  Alternative Gift Market 
12:00 p.m. Martha’s Closet 
6:00 p.m. DAPNC Meeting 
7:15 p.m. Choir Rehearsal 
 
FRIDAY 12/7 
10:00 a.m. Christmas Decorating Prep 
 
SATURDAY 12/8 - Deck the Halls 
9:30 a.m. Children’s Pageant Rehearsal 
9:45 a.m. WoC Brunch with Live Music 
11:30 a.m. Decorating the Church 
 
SUNDAY 12/9 
9:30 a.m.  Education for All Ages 
10:30 a.m. Worship with Children’s Pageant 
11:30 a.m. Coffee and Fellowship 
11:30 a.m. Alternative Gift Market  
7:00 p.m. St. Paul AA Speaker Meeting 


