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PARKING 
Free parking is available Sundays in the MPR lot, 
KCP lot and the World Trade Center Parking Ramp 
across Cedar Street.  If parking in the ramp, be 
sure to get a voucher from the usher to avoid ramp 
fees.  (You simply insert voucher into the machine 
after your parking ticket as the means of payment.)  
For weekday parking options, visit our website. 
 
ACCESSIBILITY 

Large print worship bulletins and hymns 
are available from the ushers or in back 
of the sanctuary. 
 
The sanctuary is T-coil enabled for those 
with the hearing aid technology.  Sound 
amplification devices are also available 
from ushers. 
 
Reserved accessible parking and a 
wheelchair ramp are available in the 
MPR lot off 9th Street East.  Accessible 
restrooms are in the hall by side 
sanctuary doors and on the lower level. 
 

PHOTOGRAPHY & SOCIAL MEDIA 
You are in a space where photography may occur.  
To review our photography and media use policy, 
go to www.centralforgood.org/photography.   
 
CONTACT INFORMATION 
Central Presbyterian Church 
500 Cedar Street, Saint Paul, MN 55101 
(651) 224-4728  |  office@cpcstpaul.org  

W W W . C E N T R A L F O R G O O D . O R G  

IN OUR PRAYERS 
Central is a caring community of faith that includes 
members, friends, and visitors.  We give thought to 
those who are rarely or currently not able to attend 
worship here.  Today, we keep in our prayers 
Audrey Rath.  
 
CHILDREN 
Children are always welcome at Central as a mark 
of a healthy and vibrant community. Young 
children can stay with you in worship or you can 
escort them upstairs to our nursery. For children 
who stay with you, we offer worship bags of child 
friendly activities at the back of the sanctuary. 
(Please return them either to an usher or to the tree 
stand at the end of the service.)  Children are also 
invited to the front of the sanctuary during worship 
for a special children’s message. 
 
FLOWERS 
If you would like to donate flowers for worship (in 
honor of someone or in celebration of something), 
please contact Anna Sanchez to coordinate details 
at (651) 224-4728 or office@cpcstpaul.org.   
 
LICENSE 
The music in today’s bulletin is reprinted with 
permission, OneLicense.net A-71257.  
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O R D E R  O F  W O R S H I P  
As we gather in this space to worship, let us listen for God’s still, small voice by silencing our cell phones,  

refraining from conversation, and using the music to bring us into a time of reflection and prayer. 

 Please rise in body or in spirit 
 

PRELUDE Spiegel im Spiegel (Mirror in Mirror) [ Arvo Pärt ]  
    
WELCOME  Rev. David Colby  
 
 CALL TO WORSHIP - Psalm 27:8 Thea Berg and Gavia Endres 

L: “Come,” my heart says, “seek God!” 
C: You, O Lord, do we seek. 
L: We travel from near and far, we come on foot and in wheelchairs and on  
 bikes, we drive in cars and ride on trains, and here, in this space, 
C: we are joined with others  
L: and called into a community of faith that is strengthened by our diversity  
 and united in our mission.  In spirit, in truth, and with love, 
C: Let us worship God. 

 
 PROCESSIONAL HYMN  Come Sing, O Church, in Joy! [ #305 ] 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION AND ASSURANCE OF PARDON   

L: I confess to God Almighty, and in the presence of all God’s people,  
that I have sinned in thought, word, and deed,  
and I pray God Almighty to have mercy on me. 

C:   May God Almighty have mercy on you, pardon and deliver you  
from all your sins, and give you time to amend your life. 

L: Amen. 
C: We confess to God Almighty, and in the presence of all God’s people,  

that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed,  
and we pray God Almighty to have mercy on us. 

L:   May God Almighty have mercy on you, pardon and deliver you  
from all your sins, and give you time to amend your life. 

C:   Amen.               
 
CHILDREN’S TIME - Presentation of Bibles to Kindergarten and 3rd Graders Katie Morris  

We invite young children to stay in worship with their families following the passing of the peace,  

or they may have their parents/guardians sign them into the nursery upstairs. 
 
 PASSING THE PEACE 
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 ANTHEM Spirit of the Living God [ by Daniel Iverson ] 
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION    
 
HEBREW SCRIPTURES  Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18 [ p. 540 in pew Bible ] 
 Jeremiah 18:1-11 [ p. 679 in pew Bible ] 

L: The Word of the Lord 
C:   Thanks be to God 

 
SERMON - Open to Change  Rev. David Colby  
  
 HYMN Change My Heart, O God [ #695 ] 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER Rev. Ashley Bair 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  
Amen. 

 
OFFERING OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS  

Please place any completed pew cards or Friendship Pad sheets in the offering plate. 

 

OFFERTORY   Great Creator [ by Karen Marrolli ]   
 
 DOXOLOGY Glory to God [ Vasile ]   
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 PRAYER OF DEDICATION   
 
 HYMN Forever Embracing [ by Abbie Betinis ] 

 BENEDICTION 
 
POSTLUDE Festival Sunday Gloria [ Aaron David Miller ]  
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WELCOME TO FESTIVAL SUNDAY! 

Today, we kick off a vibrant new program year at Central. After worship, we invite 
everyone to stay and join us in the dining room for a festival of activities. We are 

offering a service fair to highlight all of our church committees and volunteer 
opportunities. We will reveal a new gallery display, showcasing the culture and 
people of Central, while sharing ice cream sundae treats. There will be games, 

prizes and activities for all ages.  We hope you will join us! 

WELCOME GUEST ARTISTS! 
VIOLINIST CARA WILSION is a freelance 
violinist and teacher based in St. Paul. She is 
on faculty at St. Joseph's School of Music 
where she teaches violin and ukulele to 
students of all ages and abilities. She is 
violinist for the horn trio Melange a Trois, and 
a multi-instrumentalist in the band Four Hour 
Parking. She enjoys a varied playing schedule 
from accompanying area choirs, to exploring 
newly composed works, to backing up the 
likes of Michael Bublé. She holds a Bachelor 
of Music from St. Olaf and studied at the 
University of Minnesota with Sally O'Reilly. She 
lives in St Paul with her husband and three 
children.  

As we see God as potter today, we are 
pleased that CERAMIC ARTIST BRIAN 
MIDTHUN has joined us in worship (and for 
The Exchange gathering time at 9:15) to share 
his pottery. Brian began making pottery in 
high school. He received his BS in Art 
Education with an emphasis in ceramics from 
Mankato State University. Brian is an artist/
instructor at Fired Up Studios and has been an 
artist featured at Art Flare, at the Edge of the 
Whirl. Our communion set was created by 
Brian as are the pieces displayed on the 
communion table this morning.  

We are grateful to our MUSIC ENSEMBLES 
offering their talents in worship today, 
including the Central Choir and our brand 
new hand bell ensemble. This is our first time 
ringing in worship (we don’t even have a 
name yet!), and we are thrilled to have such a 
talented group.  We have room for a few 
more people, so if you’re interested in ringing, 
please speak with Jennifer Anderson.  After 
worship, come down to the Worship, Music, 
and Art table at the Service Fair and ring 
some of these beautiful bells and chimes!  

The final hymn today, Forever Embracing, by 
COMPOSER-IN-RESIDENCE ABBIE BETINIS, 
was commissioned by Central and premiered 
here on May 19, 2019. From the Artist: “It 
was inspired by the church's beautiful new 
logo, which features a half-circle of stained-
glass window-like elements which, depending 
on how you look at it, seem to either spiral 
inward to the center, or outward to the world. 
The music is composed to do just that: In verse 
1, high voices begin and low voices echo like 
a mirror (both coming in to the center), Verse 
2 expands and reflects outward by reversing 
those high and low voices, then Verse 3 
celebrates the continuity of the cycle by adding 
soaring descant so you can hear both the 
"coming in" and the "going out" at the same 
time.” 
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JOIN US FOR WORSHIP NEXT WEEK 
On the third Sundays of each month, such as 
Sept 15, all are invited to stay after worship 
for a Third Sunday Lunch. In doing this, we 
are very much following in the ways of Jesus, 
who used meals as an opportunity not just for 
people to be fed, but also to be nourished and 
included. And the meals shared by Jesus were 
not without controversy. Rev. Colby will preach 
from Luke 15, which begins with complaints 
about the company with whom Jesus shares 
meals. Central Choir sings. 

NEW THIS YEAR - THE EXCHANGE!  
The Exchange is a new gathering space on 
Sunday mornings at 9:15 for a short time of 
singing, offering joys and concerns, learning 
about the morning's theme, and praying 
together before heading to other educational 
activities.  Located in the Fireside Lounge, this 
intergenerational time offers a new and 
meaningful way to connect! 

CHILDREN & YOUTH FAMILY OUTING  
Next week after 3rd Sunday Lunch, Children 
and Youth will walk to the Minnesota Museum 
of American Art for the September Family 
Outing. The MMAA showcases local and 
national artists, as well as having a creative 
space with plenty of materials for making art. 
Admission is free, but please let Katie Morris 
know if you'll be joining us!  

FALL RETREAT REGISTRATIONS ARE DUE 
If you are planning to participate in the fall 
family retreat on October 4-6 to please submit 
the registration form no later than next 
Sunday, September 15.  To learn more or 
download the form, go to 
www.centralforgood.org/retreat. 

BECOME A MEMBER OF CENTRAL! 
For those visiting Central, we will offer an 
Inquirer’s Class on Sunday, September 15, 
from 11:45 a.m. until about 2:30 p.m. If you 
are thinking about making Central your 
church home, if you would like to get more 
involved, or if you would like to explore the 
beliefs, commitments, and activities of 
Central, this is an opportunity for you!  So we 
plan for enough lunches, please RSVP to 
alexmbollman@msn.com.  We hope you will 
join us!  

MUSICAL ENSEMBLES BEGIN  
Did you know that Central has 5 different 
music ensembles for a variety of ages and 
interests? From young percussionists to 
seasoned singers, we have a place for you at 
Central. To learn more about our musical 
opportunities, go to www.centralforgood.org/
music or speak to Jennifer Anderson (Director 
of Music Ministry, jennifera@cpcstpaul.org) if 
you have questions. Or, come and visit us at 
the Worship, Music, and Arts table downstairs 
during today’s Service Fair!  You can even try 
ringing a bell or handchime!  

OPPORTUNITY TO SERVE AT MARY HALL 
Join us for our next volunteer event serving 
lunch at Mary Hall on Saturday, September 
14 from 11:15 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  Mary Hall 
is part of Catholic Charities, located at 438 
Dorothy Day Place, St. Paul, MN 55102.  
Volunteers must be at least 16 years old and 
should wear appropriate closed-toe footwear.   
Sign up online to volunteer at 
www.centralforgood.org/volunteer. If you 
have questions please email directly Sharon 
Zopfi-Jordan at szj@comcast.net. 
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C E N T R A L  T E A M  
(651) 224-4728  

PASTORAL CARE 
Rev. Dr. David Colby, Pastor 

dcolby@cpcstpaul.org, ext. 102 

Rev. Ashley Bair, Associate Pastor 
ashleyb@cpcstpaul.org, ext. 104 

Maureen Smith, Pastoral Associate 

Parish Associates: Rev. Casey Wells,  
Rev. Doug Throckmorton,  

Rev. Lou Bender 

ADMINISTRATION 
Anna Sanchez, Church Administrator 

office@cpcstpaul.org, ext. 100 

Christie Rachelle, Communications 
cpc@christierachelle.com 

Matt Ehling, Treasurer 
William Zopfi, Treasurer Emeritus 

Mary Lange, Evening Receptionist 

Patrick Cook, Sexton, ext. 116 
Lavar Jones, TCR Custodial Intern 

MUSIC 
Jennifer Anderson, Dir. of Music Ministry 

jennifera@cpcstpaul.org, ext. 103 

Music Staff: Shanta Hejmadi, Abbie 
Betinis, Adam Van der Sluis, Steve 

Swanson, David Winkworth  

YOUTH PROGRAMS 
Katie Morris, Children & Youth  

Ministry Coordinator 
katiem@cpcstpaul.org, ext. 109 

Natalie Pence, Nursery Care Provider 

Megan Beese, Preschool Teacher 

FOOD MINISTRY 
Barb Westman, Chef & Manager 

Barb.westman@gmail.com, ext. 114 

Sue LeClaire, Sous Chef 

Peter Evarts, Dishwasher 

MARTHA’S CLOSET 
Sandy White, Director 

wjands7@aol.com, ext. 112 

T H I S  W E E K  AT  C E N T R A L  
SUNDAY 9/8 
9:15 a.m. The Exchange Gathering Time 
9:30 a.m. Sunday School  
9:30 a.m. Adult Bible Study - Bible 101 
9:30 a.m. Choir Rehearsal 
10:30 a.m. Worship  
11:30 a.m. Festival including Service Fair, 
  Games, Treats and Fellowship 
7:00 p.m. St. Paul AA Speaker Meeting 
 
MONDAY 9/9 
10:30 a.m. Personnel Committee Meeting 
 
TUESDAY 9/10 
10:30 a.m. Book Group 
10:45 a.m. Staff Meeting 
12:00 p.m. Martha’s Closet 
12:00 p.m. Men’s Lunch Group  
  (at Denny’s in Maplewood) 
5:00 p.m. Martha’s Closet Evening Hours 
6:00 p.m. Finance & Stewardship Meeting 
 
WEDNESDAY 9/11 
11:45 a.m. Wednesday Community Lunch 
12:00 p.m. Martha’s Closet 
6:15 p.m. Facilities Management &  
  Risk Assessment Meeting 
7:15 p.m. Choir Rehearsal 
 
THURSDAY 9/12 
11:00 a.m. TCAGO Meeting 
11:30 a.m. Dorcas Circle 
5:30 p.m. Women’s Networking Group Dinner
  (at Dark Horse Restaurant) 
 
SATURDAY 9/14 
11:15 a.m. Mary Hall Volunteering 
 
SUNDAY 9/15 
9:15 a.m. The Exchange Gathering Time 
9:30 a.m. Sunday School  
9:30 a.m. Adult Bible Study - Bible 101 
9:30 a.m. Choir Rehearsal 
10:30 a.m. Worship  
11:30 a.m. Third Sunday Lunch 
11:45 a.m. New Member Class  
1:00 p.m. Children & Youth Family Outing 
  (to MN Museum of American Art) 
7:00 p.m. St. Paul AA Speaker Meeting 


