
1 



2 

PARKING 
Free parking is available Sundays in the MPR lot 
and the World Trade Center Parking Ramp 
across from MPR on Cedar Street.  If parking in 
the ramp, be sure to get a chaser ticket from the 
usher to avoid ramp fees.  For weekday parking 
options, visit our website. 
 
ACCESSIBILITY 

Large print worship bulletins and 
hymns are available from the ushers 
or in back of the sanctuary. 
 
The sanctuary is T-coil enabled for 
those with hearing aid technology.  If 
you require other assistance, hearing 
devices are available from ushers. 
 
Reserved parking and a wheelchair 
ramp are available in the MPR lot off 
9th Street East.  Accessible restrooms 
are in the hall by side sanctuary doors 
and on the lower level. 
 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
Central Presbyterian Church 
500 Cedar Street | Saint Paul, MN 55101 
(651) 224-4728   
office@cpcstpaul.org  

IN OUR PRAYERS 
Central is a caring community of faith that 
includes members, friends, and visitors.  We 
give thought to those who are rarely or currently 
not able to attend worship here.  Today, we 
keep in our prayers Jenilu Richey. 
 
CHILDREN 
Children are always welcome at Central as a 
mark of a healthy and vibrant community. 
Young children can stay with you in worship, or 
you can escort them upstairs to our nursery. For 
children who stay with you, we offer worship 
bags of child friendly activities at the back of the 
sanctuary. (Please return them either to an usher 
or to the tree stand at the end of the service.)  
Children are also invited to the front of the 
sanctuary during worship for a special children’s 
message. 
 
FLOWERS 
If you would like to donate flowers for worship 
(in honor of someone or in celebration of 
something important), please contact Anna at 
(651) 224-4728 or office@cpcstpaul.org.   
 
LICENSE 
The music in today’s bulletin is reprinted with 
permission, OneLicense.net A-71257.  

W W W . C E N T R A L F O R G O O D . O R G  
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O R D E R  O F  W O R S H I P  
As we gather in this space to worship, let us listen for God’s still, small voice by silencing our cell phones,  

refraining from conversation, and using the music to bring us into a time of reflection and prayer. 

 Please stand in body or in spirit 
 

PRELUDE  The OK Factor  
 

WELCOME  Rev. David Colby 
 

INTROIT  Oy Es Dia (This is the day to rejoice and sing) [ Pascual, arr. Noblett ]  
 
 CALL TO WORSHIP  Gifty Amarteifio & Fluryanne Leach 

L: The heavens are telling the glory of God; 
C: and proclaiming God's handiwork.   
L: Day to day pours forth speech 
C: and night to night declares knowledge. 
L: The Law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul; 
C: the fear of the Lord is pure, enduring forever; 
L: the teachings of the Lord are true and righteous, 
C: making wise the simple and rejoicing our hearts. 
L: The ordinances of the Lord are more precious than fine gold; 
C: the goodness of God is sweeter than honey. 

 

 PROCESSIONAL HYMN  God is Here! [ #409 ]  
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  Kiera Faye  
God of the here and now, we confess that we have sinned. God of all, you call us 
into communion with you. You show us the way, and yet we fall short. Forgive us, 
God. For the indifference we have toward destruction. For the violence ravaged 
against us and our neighbor. For our silence in matters where we should be 
speaking. For the pain inflicted by our words when we should have listened. For the 
ways we live for tomorrow and hold tight to the past. Lord, your grace pours over us. 
Help us to give thanks for today and to live fully in this moment. May our spirits be 
always turned to you. May our passion for life and love be reinvigorated. May we 
share your grace with everyone we meet. Hear our prayer.  

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON    
 

CHILDREN’S TIME Ashley Bair 
We invite young children to stay in worship with their families following the passing of the peace,  

or they may have their parents/guardians sign them into the nursery upstairs. 



4 

 

 PASSING THE PEACE 
 

ANTHEM Spirt, Open My Heart [ A. Fedak ] 
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION Bruce Beese 
 
HEBREW SCRIPTURES Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10 [ p.   in pew Bible ] 
 
GREEK SCRIPTURES Luke 4:14-21 [ p.  in pew Bible ] 

L: The Word of the Lord 
C:   Thanks be to God 

 

SERMON - “God of Today”   Ashley Bair 
 

 HYMN Will You Come and Follow Me [ #726 ] 
“ 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into  
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

   

OFFERING OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS   
Please place the Friendship Pad sheet in the offering plate. 

 

OFFERTORY  The OK Factor 
  

 DOXOLOGY Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow 
 

 PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
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 HYMN Arise, Your Light Has Come [ #744 ] 
 

 BENEDICTION 
 

POSTLUDE  The OK Factor 
 
 
 
 
 
SPECIAL MEETING FOR ELECTION OF DESIGNATED ASSOCIATE PASTOR 
A special meeting of Central Presbyterian Church has been duly called and announced by the 
session to be held today immediately following worship.  The purpose of this meeting is the 
hearing and action upon the final report of the Designated Associate Pastor Nominating 
Committee and to elect Ashley Bair as the Designated Associate Pastor.   

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING AGENDA 
1. Prayer 
2. Final Report of the Designated Associate Pastor Nominating Committee [ Stu Siebell ] 
3. Introduction of the DAPNC’s Nominee, Ashley Bair 
4. Motion to Elect Ashley Bair as Central’s Designated Associate Pastor 
5. Vote by Written Ballot 
6. Concluding Actions 
7. Adjournment with Benediction  

W O R S H I P  N E X T  S U N D A Y   

In February, we will be hearing great passages about Jesus' ministry from the Gospel of 
Luke.  On this day, we hear of Jesus getting to read scripture and preach (Luke 4:21-30).  
The people were amazed, Luke says, but despite Jesus' preaching a very short sermon, they 
soon grew irate.  Prophets often are tasked with delivering an unpopular yet important 
message that the people need to hear.  How do we cultivate a prophetic imagination?  How 
can we listen for holy voices from the wilderness?   

Ars Nova Brass Quintet plays and the Central Choir sings. 
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A WORD FROM REV.  COLBY 

At Central, we like to proclaim that we are “In the City for Good.”  I think it is spot on for what this church 
is all about.  We believe our worship is connected to our daily lives.  Our mission, including using our facilities 
as a temporary shelter for homeless children and their parents each November, is not separated from our praise 
and prayers.  Trusting Jesus’ warning that “God alone is good,” we don’t claim to be perfect, but we do want 

to participate in God’s work in and among us.  This is a church with a historic past but an even brighter 
future.  We are growing in people, energy, and faith.  We invite you into this community of faith and hope.   

If you are visiting today, I hope that you will introduce yourself to me after the service. 
Welcome to Central! 

WELCOME GUEST MUSICIAN,  
THE OK FACTOR 
Playful and unexpected, The OK Factor writes 
and performs folk-inspired music influenced 
by Americana and Irish fiddle styles, with an 
artistry that reveals their classical training. 
Cellist Olivia Diercks and violinist Karla 
Colahan find great joy in defying expectations 
and delivering an experience outside of what 
audiences anticipate from a cello and violin 
combo. Their passion for performing and 
educational outreach has continued to bring 
them success in communities across the 
Midwest, inviting audiences to explore music 
and cultivate a curiosity about its role in their 
lives.  To learn more about The OK Factor, 
visit their website at www.theokfactor.com. 

4TH SUNDAY KNITTING GROUP 
Join the Women of Central for the 4th Sunday 
Knitting (and Crocheting) group after worship 
today in the upstairs lounge.  Central’s prayer 
shawl ministry combines compassion and the 
love of knitting and crocheting into a prayerful 
ministry and spiritual practice which reaches 
out to those in need of comfort and solace.   

WELCOME ASHLEY BAIR 
Today we welcome to the pulpit Ashley Bair, 
the nominated Designated Associate Pastor.  
After worship today, there is meeting to elect 
her as the Associate Pastor.  (See page 5).  To 
learn more about Ashley and the selection 
process, visit ww.centralforgood.org/dapnc.  

VOCALPOINT TICKETS ON SALE TODAY 
VocalPoint tickets will be on sale after worship 
today for the upcoming concerts.  Tickets are 
$15 adults (advance), $20 at the door, $10 
children / college with ID.  Due to the difficult 
subject matter of this year’s concert, this event 
is not recommended for children under 8 
years old.  

SEEKING NOMINATIONS 
The Nominating Committee will be looking to 
nominate people who can put their faith into 
leadership by filling two unexpired terms on 
our Session or governing board.  Whether 
new to Central or long-time members, we are 
looking for people who are wise and willing.  
Self nominations encouraged!  Send names 
and background to Carl Willis at 
carlkwillis@gmail.com.  
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VOCALPOINT CONCERTS 
FEBRUARY 9 & 10 AT 4:00 PM 
TICKETS ARE $15 ADVANCE / $20 ADULTS 
$10 CHILDREN / COLLEGE WITH ID 
VocalPoint is an auditioned choir of about 80 
members led by Artistic Director, Jennifer 
Anderson with annual concerts each year at 
Central.  VocalPoint uses the power of people, 
art, and collaboration to tell the stories of 
organizations doing life-changing work.  They 
shine a spotlight on important issues such as 
youth homelessness, the immigrant 
experience, and sex trafficking.  They give 
100% of performance-driven donations to a 
worthy cause that will make a dramatic impact 
in everyday lives.   In their seven seasons, they 
have raised nearly $200,000 for selected 
organizations. 

This year’s beneficiary will be Walk-In 
Counseling Center.  This program provides 
free mental health counseling to help 

thousands address issues that include 
depression, anxiety, chemical dependency, 
domestic violence and others.  Their mission 
is to provide free, easily accessible mental 
health counseling to people with urgent needs 
and few service options.  

Our guest artist this year is Sara Thomsen, 
who writes music that allows us to “hold 
space” for each other  —  to give each other 
permission to grieve, or hurt, or heal.  When 
we hold space for each other, we let ourselves 
simply BE, without judgement or without trying 
to fix it or without changing the subject.   

Help support the 2019 concerts by signing 
up to assist with rehearsal reception, 
musician dinner, ticket sales or ushering.  
Sign up at www.centralforgood.org/volunteer. 

For more information on VocalPoint or ticket 
information, go to www.vocalpointchorus.org.  
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C E N T R A L  T E A M  
PASTORAL CARE 

Rev. Dr. David Colby, Pastor 
dcolby@cpcstpaul.org, ext 102 

Maureen Smith, Pastoral Associate 

Parish Associates: Rev. Casey Wells,  
Rev. Doug Throckmorton,  

Rev. Lou Bender 

ADMINISTRATION 
Anna Sanchez, Church Administrator 

office@cpcstpaul.org, ext 100 

Christie Rachelle, Communications 
cpc@christierachelle.com 

Matt Ehling, Treasurer 
William Zopfi, Treasurer Emeritus 

Mary Lange, Evening Receptionist 

Patrick Cook, Sexton  

MUSIC 
Jennifer Anderson, Director of Music 

jennifera@cpcstpaul.org, ext 103 

Music Staff: Shanta Hejmadi, Abbie 
Betinis, Adam Van der Sluis, Steve 

Swanson, David Winkworth  

YOUTH PROGRAMS 
Currently Hiring,  

Child & Youth Ministry Coordinator 

Megan Beese, Preschool Teacher 

FOOD MINISTRY 
Barb Westman, Chef & Manager 

Barb.westman@gmail.com, ext 114 

Sue LeClaire, Sous Chef 

Peter Evarts, Dishwasher 

MARTHA’S CLOSET 
Sandy White, Director 

wjands7@aol.com, ext 112 

T H I S  W E E K  AT  C E N T R A L  
SUNDAY 1/27 

9:30 a.m.  Education for All Ages 

10:30 a.m. Worship - Ashley Bair Preaching 

11:30 a.m. Congregational Meeting to Elect  
  Ashley Bair as Associate Pastor 

11:30 a.m. Coffee and Fellowship 

12:00 p.m. Deacon’s Meeting (Lounge) 

12:00 p.m. Knitting Group (Friendship Room) 

12:15 p.m. VocalPoint Rehearsal 

7:00 p.m. St. Paul AA Speaker Meeting 

 

TUESDAY 1/29 

10:45 a.m. Staff Meeting  

12:00 p.m. Martha’s Closet 

 

WEDNESDAY 1/30 

11:45 a.m. Wednesday Lunch 

12:00 p.m. Martha’s Closet 

7:15 p.m. Choir Rehearsal 

 

SUNDAY 2/3 

9:30 a.m.  Education for All Ages 

10:30 a.m. Worship with Communion 

11:30 p.m. Coffee and Fellowship 

12:15 p.m. VocalPoint Rehearsal 

7:00 p.m. St. Paul AA Speaker Meeting 

 


