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PARKING 
Free parking is available Sundays in the MPR 
lot and the World Trade Center Parking Ramp 
across from MPR on Cedar Street.  If parking 
in the ramp, be sure to get a chaser ticket 
from the usher to avoid ramp fees.  For 
weekday parking options, visit our website. 
 
ACCESSIBILITY 

Large print worship bulletins and 
hymns are available from the ushers 
or in back of the sanctuary. 
 
The sanctuary is T-coil enabled for 
those with hearing aid technology.  If 
you require other assistance, hearing 
devices are available from ushers. 
 
Reserved parking and a wheelchair 
ramp are available in the MPR lot off 
9th Street East.  Accessible restrooms 
are in the hall by side sanctuary 
doors and on the lower level. 
 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
Central Presbyterian Church 
500 Cedar Street | Saint Paul, MN 55101 
(651) 224-4728   
office@cpcstpaul.org  

IN OUR PRAYERS 
Central is a caring community of faith that 
includes members, friends, and visitors.  We 
give thought to those who are rarely or 
currently not able to attend worship here.  
Today, we keep in our prayers  
Kathie Pate. 
 
CHILDREN 
Children are always welcome at Central as a 
mark of a healthy and vibrant community. 
Young children can stay with you in worship, 
or you can escort them upstairs to our nursery. 
For children who stay with you, we offer 
worship bags of child friendly activities at the 
back of the sanctuary. (Please return them 
either to an usher or to the tree stand at the 
end of the service.)  Children are also invited 
to the front of the sanctuary during worship 
for a special children’s message. 
 
FLOWERS 
If you would like to donate flowers for worship 
(in honor of someone or in celebration of 
something important), please contact Anna at 
(651) 224-4728 or office@cpcstpaul.org.   
 
LICENSE 
The music in today’s bulletin is reprinted with 
permission, OneLicense.net A-71257. Cover 
art is “The Baptism of the Christ” by Daniel 
Bonnell. 
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O R D E R  O F  W O R S H I P  
As we gather in this space to worship, let us listen for God’s still, small voice by silencing our cell phones,  

refraining from conversation, and using the music to bring us into a time of reflection and prayer. 

 Please stand in body or in spirit 
 

PRELUDE You Are Mine [ arr. P. Tate ]  
 
WELCOME  Rev. David Colby 
 
 CALL TO WORSHIP   Mary Miller 
 L: The heavens open. The Spirit descends. 
 C: Jesus emerges from the water. 
 L: And a voice echoes through the blue expanse. 
 C: "This is my child, the Beloved, with whom I am well-pleased." 
 L: Jesus is named. Claimed. 
 C: We come to the water. We remember we are named. Claimed. 
 L: Let us worship God,  
 C: the one who names and claims us still. 
 
 PROCESSIONAL HYMN  Sing of God Made Manifest [ #156 ]  
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION    

We are incredibly stubborn, O Lord.  
We have entered the season  
in which your light has been given to the world,  
your blessings have been poured out on the world,  
and yet it is so difficult for us to think beyond our own problems,  
our own needs, our own desires.  
Help us to desire you, Lord.  
Help us to yearn for your presence.  
Pour your baptismal waters over us again,  
cleansing us from our self-pity and arrogance.  
Nourish and heal us so that we may joyfully serve you.  
Wash away our jealousy, greed,  
and all negative thoughts and behaviors  
that stand in the way of our truly being  
the people you have called us to be.  [ CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE ] 
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Let  us receive the blessings offered in creation,  
in the birth and baptism of Jesus,  
and in the ministry of the saints of light.  
We ask this in Jesus’ Name. Amen.  

 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON   

L: The love of God is always offered to us,  
C: freely, joyfully, for all eternity.  
L: Rejoice, dear friends,  
C: this is the Good News of our Lord.  
L: Amen. 

 
CHILDREN’S TIME 

We invite young children to stay in worship with their families following the passing of the peace,  
or they may have their parents/guardians sign them into the nursery upstairs. 

 
 PASSING THE PEACE 
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
 
ANTHEM Spirit, Moving Over Chaos [ by D. A. White ] 

 Isaiah 43:1-7 [ p. 631 in pew Bible ] 
 Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 [ p. 52 in pew Bible ] 

 
SERMON - “Named and Claimed” Rev. David Colby 
 
 HYMN  You Are Mine [ #177 ] 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into  
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
  
OFFERING OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS   

Please place the Friendship Pad sheet in the offering plate. 
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OFFERTORY    Amazing Grace [ by Stephen Hatfield ] 
  Mark Doerr, hurdy gurdy  
 
 DOXOLOGY Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow 


 PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 
 HYMN Go, My Children With My Blessing [ #547 ] 
 
 BENEDICTION 
 
POSTLUDE   Jubilation [ J. Leavitt ]
  

W O R S H I P  N E X T  S U N D A Y   

In Paul's correspondence with the church in the city of Corinth, there is a great deal of 
concern about trying to create a vibrant, unified church rather than one that threatens to 
break up into factions.  What does it mean to be a strong, healthy church with lots of 
different foci and strengths?  Following worship, all are invited to partake in one of Central's 
strengths, a Third Sunday Lunch.  Central Choir sings.  
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A WORD FROM REV.  COLBY 

At Central, we like to proclaim that we are “In the City for Good.”  I think it is spot on for what this church 
is all about.  We believe our worship is connected to our daily lives.  Our mission, including using our facilities 
as a temporary shelter for homeless children and their parents each November, is not separated from our praise 
and prayers.  Trusting Jesus’ warning that “God alone is good,” we don’t claim to be perfect, but we do want 

to participate in God’s work in and among us.  This is a church with a historic past but an even brighter 
future.  We are growing in people, energy, and faith.  We invite you into this community of faith and hope.   

If you are visiting today, I hope that you will introduce yourself to me after the service. 
Welcome to Central! 

MISSION TRIP DISCUSSION  
Want to learn about the hurricane recovery 
efforts and experiences of Central’s mission 
trip team who traveled to Puerto Rico this past 
November?  Join us after worship today in the 
Friendship Room for photos, stories and 
conversations about the current island 
conditions, work efforts and insight gained. 

URBAN EXPEDITION: PUERTO RICO 
Immediately after the Mission Trip 
presentation at church, we invite parents and 
their children to an “Urban Expedition to 
Puerto Rico” at the Landmark Center.  Free 
admission; begins at 1:00 p.m.  Meet Katie 
Berg in the Friendship Room to walk over as a 
group. 

KNITTING GROUP 
The Women of Central’s Knitting Group will 
resume on Sunday, January 27.  We are 
currently seeking a leader to guide this 
informal group.  If you are interested and can 
help, please contact Sue Hoffman at 
syhoffman123@comcast.net.  

BE A VOLUNTEER! 
Central currently has open calls for volunteers 
in several areas.  To sign up requests, go to 
www.centralforgood.org/volunteer. 

SANCTUARY ORGANIZERS - Help us restock 
and organize the pew cards and racks. 
Flexible schedule for individual, pair or team 
volunteers.   

VOCALPOINT CONCERT - Help with ticket 
sales, ushering and other host duties. 

SUNDAY COFFEE SERVERS - Prepare and 
serve refreshments before and after Sunday 
worship services. 

SUNDAY WORSHIP USHER - Be a patron of 
hospitality, helping to ensure members and 
visitors have a positive worship experience.  

If you have questions about volunteer 
opportunities or getting involved in other 
areas, speak with Anna Sanchez at (651) 224-
4728  or email her at office@cpcstpaul.org.  
There are many ways to get involved and be a 
part of the Central community for members 
and visitors! 
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VOCALPOINT CONCERTS 
FEBRUARY 9 & 10 AT 4:00 PM 
VocalPoint is an auditioned choir of about 80 
members led by Artistic Director, Jennifer 
Anderson with annual concerts each year at 
Central.  VocalPoint uses the power of people, 
art, and collaboration to tell the stories of 
organizations doing life-changing work.  They 
shine a spotlight on important issues such as 
youth homelessness, the immigrant 
experience, and sex trafficking.  They give 
100% of performance-driven donations to a 
worthy cause that will make a dramatic impact 
in everyday lives.   In their seven seasons, they 
have supported the work of Open Arms of 
Minnesota, Avenues for Homeless 
Youth, Neighborhood House, The Advocates 
for Human Rights, Upstream Arts, One 
Heartland, and Twin Cities R!SE, raising nearly 
$200,000 for these organizations. 

This year’s beneficiary will be Walk-In 
Counseling Center.  This program provides 
free mental health counseling to help 
thousands address issues that include 
depression, anxiety, chemical dependency, 
domestic violence and others.  Their mission 
is to provide free, easily accessible mental 
health counseling to people with urgent needs 
and few service options.  

Our guest artist this year is Sara Thomsen, 
who writes music that allows us to “hold 
space” for each other  —  to give each other 
permission to grieve, or hurt, or heal.  When 
we hold space for each other, we let ourselves 
simply BE, without judgement or without trying 
to fix it or without changing the subject.    

To learn more about VocalPoint or the 
upcoming concerts, visit their website at 
www.vocalpointchorus.org. 
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C E N T R A L  T E A M  
PASTORAL CARE 

Rev. Dr. David Colby, Pastor 
dcolby@cpcstpaul.org, ext 102 

Maureen Smith, Pastoral Associate 

Parish Associates: Rev. Casey Wells,  
Rev. Doug Throckmorton,  

Rev. Lou Bender 

ADMINISTRATION 
Anna Sanchez, Church Administrator 

office@cpcstpaul.org, ext 100 

Christie Rachelle, Communications 
cpc@christierachelle.com 

Matt Ehling, Treasurer 
William Zopfi, Treasurer Emeritus 

Mary Lange, Evening Receptionist 

Patrick Cook, Sexton  

MUSIC 
Jennifer Anderson, Director of Music 

jennifera@cpcstpaul.org, ext 103 

Music Staff: Shanta Hejmadi, Abbie 
Betinis, Adam Van der Sluis, Steve 

Swanson, David Winkworth  

YOUTH PROGRAMS 
Currently Hiring,  

Child & Youth Ministry Coordinator 

Megan Beese, Preschool Teacher 

FOOD MINISTRY 
Barb Westman, Chef & Manager 

Barb.westman@gmail.com, ext 114 

Sue LeClaire, Sous Chef 

Peter Evarts, Dishwasher 

MARTHA’S CLOSET 
Sandy White, Director 

wjands7@aol.com, ext 112 

T H I S  W E E K  AT  C E N T R A L  
SUNDAY 1/13 
9:30 a.m.  Education for All Ages 
10:30 a.m. Worship 
11:30 a.m. Coffee and Fellowship 
11:45 a.m. Mission Trip Presentation 
12:15 p.m. VocalPoint Registration  
  and Rehearsal 
1:00 p.m. Children & Parents P.R. Expedition 
7:00 p.m. St. Paul AA Speaker Meeting 
 
TUESDAY 1/15 
10:45 a.m. Staff Meeting  
12:00 p.m. Martha’s Closet 
7:00 p.m. Session Meeting 
 
WEDNESDAY 1/16 
9:30 a.m. Faith Leaders’ Gathering 
11:45 a.m. Wednesday Lunch 
12:00 p.m. Martha’s Closet 
7:15 p.m. Choir Rehearsal 
 
SATURDAY 11/19 
2:00 p.m. Ordination Service of Phil Romine 
  (at House of Hope) 
 
SUNDAY 1/20 
9:30 a.m.  Education for All Ages 
10:30 a.m. Worship 
11:30 a.m. Third Sunday Lunch 
12:00 p.m. VocalPoint Registration  
  and Rehearsal 
7:00 p.m. St. Paul AA Speaker Meeting 
 
MONDAY 1/21 
Office closed in observance of  
Martin Luther King, Jr’s birthday. 


