
The Designated Associate Pastor  

Nominating Committee of Central Presbyterian Church  
is pleased to introduce 

ASHLEY BAIR 



A special meeting of Central 

Presbyterian Church has been 

duly called and announced by the 

session to be held on Sunday, 

January 27 immediately following 

worship for the purpose of 

hearing and acting upon the final 

report of the Designated Associate 

Pastor Nominating Committee 

and to elect Ashley Bair as the 

Designated Associate Pastor. 

CONGREGATIONAL 
MEETING www.centralforgood.org/dapnc 



FROM THE DAPNC 

It has been a privilege and an 
honor to serve as your Designated 
Associate Pastor Nominating 
Committee (DAPNC).  We are 
thankful for your support, 
involvement, prayers and 
encouragement.  We appreciate 
the trust you have placed in us and 
more importantly, the trust you 
have placed in God to guide us. 

We are grateful for all the support 
from the Presbytery.  When we 
decided to embark upon calling a 
Designated Associate Pastor, we 
knew that we would be able to trust 
members and staff of the 
presbytery to help this process go 
smoothly and more quickly.  What 
we did not yet fully realize was how 
much we would enjoy their 
involvement and appreciate their 
wisdom and discernment!  We are 
grateful to the Executive Presbyter 
Jeff Japinga, the Rev. Denise 
Dunbar-Perkins, who chaired the 
Presbytery’s Designated Associate 
Pastor Task Force and attended all 
of our interviews and meetings.  
Also serving on the presbytery Task 
Force was Kenneth Huskins, from 
Westminster, Minneapolis, who 
had chaired a previous search for 
an Associate Pastor, and the Rev. 

Paul Moore of the Chain of Lakes 
church. 

The DAPNC, with significant 
deliberation, care and intentionality 
interviewed eight very fine 
candidates, narrowed the search to 
two exceptionally outstanding 
candidates and, after hearing both 
finalist candidates preach in a 
Minneapolis neutral pulpit and 
spending many hours with each 
finalist and having much deep 
discussion and thoughtful prayer, 
we are very pleased and filled with 
great joy and anticipation to 
announce that the DAPNC 
unanimously recommends Ashley 
M. Bair to serve as our Designated 
Associate Pastor at Central 
Presbyterian Church.  This 
brochure will introduce you to 
Ashley, and explain why the 
DAPNC is so thrilled to recommend 
Ashley to be our Associate Pastor. 

We believe God is calling Ashley to 
Central because her gifts and 
interests fit the needs of our 
congregation.  Briefly, Ashley is: 

 A keen intellect with an insatiable 
curiosity and a firm will to use her 
intellect to serve God. 

 A God-centric, faith centered 
individual dedicated to doing 
God’s work large and small. 

 A compassionate community 
servant, using care, concern, and 
affirmative action to render 
compassionate assistance in a 
variety of ways. 

 A reflection of Central’s 
commitment to be “in the city for 
good” with her history of service 
and community involvement.  

 A compelling preacher with a gift 
for connecting with her audience 

 A committed supporter of social 
justice and social action that 
improves the circumstances and 
lives of those who are 
disadvantaged. 

 A warm, engaging and 
empathetic person who embraces 
all people with enthusiasm, 
grace, humility and love. 

 An energetic, warm and 
compelling person who is just fun 
to be around. 

It is with great humility and with 
gratitude for God’s faithfulness that 
we enthusiastically recommend 
Ashley M. Bair be confirmed as 
Central Presbyterian Church’s 
Designated Associate Pastor. 

In Christ, 

Your Designated Associate Pastor 
Nominating Committee 

BACK (L to R) Denise Dunbar-Perkins, Fluryanne Leach, Bruce Beese, Gifty Amarteifio 
FRONT (L to R) Stu Siebell - Chair, Kiera Faye, Rev. David Colby 



“Ashley has 

an infectious 
passion that 

will connect”  

 
 

- BRUCE BEESE, 
DAPNC 

“  



ASHLEY BAIR’S 

CURRICULUM VITAE 

EDUCATION 

Master of Divinity Degree from 
Princeton Theological Seminary 
May 2018 

Master of Social Work from  
the University of Michigan 
August 2013, Concentration in 
Interpersonal Therapy and 
Communities and Social Systems.  
Won a grant to study and work in 
Dharamsala, India partnering with 
a women’s empowerment group. 

Bachelor of Arts from  
Michigan State University 
May 2011, Focus in social science 
and social work (macro & micro). 

SOCIAL WORK CAREER 

Social Services Clinician in 
Anchorage, Alaska. 

Community Coordinator in Seattle 
for You Grow Girl! 

Social Work Intern at Catholic 
Social Services of Washtenaw 
County in Ann Arbor. 

Volunteer Manager for Project 
Homecoming, Inc in New Orleans. 

Juvenile Justice Court Officer Intern 
in Lansing, Michigan. 

MINISTRY WITHIN  
THE CHURCH 

Pastoral Intern at the First 
Presbyterian Church of Holt, 
Michigan (318 members) where 
Ashley preached, led worship, 
provided pastoral care, facilitated 
community-led initiatives, and 
organized Christian Education 
curriculum. 

Student Chaplain at NYU Langone 
Medical Center. 

Student Minister at Brick 
Presbyterian Church in New York 
City (1830 members). 

An Activist Council Member with 
Presbyterian Peace Fellowship and 
has traveled to Iraq, the Standing 
Rock Sioux Reservation, and 
multiple Presbyterian General 
Assemblies. 

Young Adult Volunteer with the 
Presbyterian Church (USA) in New 
Orleans. 

Consultant with Agape Community 
Transformation in Muke, Uganda 
and Midland, Michigan. 

She is a 
catalyst and 

her gifts 
match well 

with our job 
description. 

 
 

- STU SIEBELL, 
DAPNC CHAIR 

“  



REFLECTIONS 
FROM ASHLEY’S COLLEAGUES 

People who know Ashley were 
contacted by the Designated 
Associate Pastor Nominating 
Committee as part of the process 
of checking references and to 
form a picture of her as seen 
through the lens of third parties 
who have worked with her. 
Shown below are a small sample 
of accolades her colleagues 
shared with the DAPNC. 

“Ashley is a very enthusiastic, very 
capable and extremely warm 
person who connects with all whom 
she meets in a genuine and loving 
way. She embodies the Christian 
spirit and is an ambassador of 
Christ to all she meets. Simply put, 
she is a ministerial rock star and I 
wish we had an open position 
because she would be our very first 
choice to fill that opening.”  

Reverend Doug King 
Brick Presbyterian Church  

New York, New York 

“Ashley is excellent at Christian 
outreach and she has an enviable 
talent to connect with all whom she 
meets. Ashley combines a warm 
personality with a keen intellect 
and wraps both qualities in a 
bundle of energy and enthusiasm. 
Her ability to love and to welcome 
all is a gift few possess. She brings 
a richness and warm human 
texture to her ministerial work that 
connects in a deep way with 
everyone around her.” 

Reverend Rebekah McLeod Hutto 
Brick Presbyterian Church 

New York, New York 

 

“Ashley is a wonderful 
communicator who conveys 
intelligence, warmth, wit and 
sincerity in a way that reaches and 
connects with all she meets. Ashley 
is an unbelievably genuine person 
with tremendous talents and gifts 
which she readily and humbly 
shares with all. She is truly a 
people person and her ability to 
connect and engage with people is 
remarkable.”  

Reverend Emily Brewer 
Executive Director of the 

Presbyterian Peace Fellowship 

After Ashley’s 
interview over 
the New Year 

holiday, I 
found myself 

wanting to get 
her wisdom 

and 
perspective on 

issues and 
opportunities 
in front of us.  
I am so eager 
to have Ashley 
join our staff 

and be a 
pastoral 

colleague.  
 

- REV. DAVID 
COLBY 

“  



Ashley is a 
great 

conversation 
partner and 

a warm 
listener, 

always 
connecting 

to people 
and to 

ideas. 

 
 

- KIERA FAYE, 
DAPNC  

“  



ASHLEY BAIR’S 

STATEMENT OF FAITH 

I believe . . . 

God is creator, 
The source of all; creating the 
world good, a community of flora 
and fauna, beast, bird, and 
human. In God’s own image we, 
as humans, are created, equal, 
loved beyond measure. 

God is wise,  
All-knowing and truth. 

God is love, 
Providing for creation, drawing 
near to creation, desiring fullness, 
restoration, and reconciliation for 
creation. 

God is One, 
In incomprehensible communion 
with the Holy Spirit and Jesus 
Christ. One alone whom we 
worship. 

Holy Spirit is breath of life, 
The motion and energy of God. 
The wind that turns the trees and 
fills our lungs. The water that gives 
us life in earth and in baptism. The 
living God through the bread and 
the wine at our table. 

Holy Spirit is inspiration, 
Pouring wisdom out of the mouths 
of prophets and guiding the pens 

of the Scripture authors. 
Continually moving modern 
prophets to boldly proclaim, 
defend, and work for the 
reconciling God. 

Holy Spirit is counselor and 
comforter, 
Calling us into diverse ministry. 
Giving comfort and 
encouragement to the suffering. 
Strengthening with courage those 
who walk alongside the oppressed. 

Holy Spirit is freedom, 
Calling us to nonviolence and 
peace. Unbinding the chains of the 
slave, liberating us from the labels 
and expectations of our 
oppressors. Moving us to challenge 
ourselves and our power as we 
oppress others. 

Jesus Christ is justice, 
Standing alongside the suffering 
and the downtrodden. Healing the 
sick, eating with the outcasts, and 
forgiving the sinners. Showing us 
how to do the same. Expecting us 
to do the same. 

Jesus Christ is victory, 
Wrongly condemned, tortured, and 
crucified. Giving His life for the sins 
of the world. Conquering death 
through the resurrection. Delivering 

us from death into life eternal. 

Jesus Christ is fullness, 
God’s word manifested – fully God 
and fully human. Modeling 
through His life, teaching, death, 
and resurrection the body and life 
of the Church. 

Church is united, 
Siblings together as the body of 
Christ, we recognize our sin, 
individual and collective, and 
repent. We are sent out into the 
world to continue the work of 
Christ and the apostles. Feeding 
the hungry, clothing the naked, 
comforting the sick and the widow, 
visiting the imprisoned, including 
the ostracized, witnessing to the tax 
collectors, proclaiming the Good 
News with every move we make. 

Church is Reformed, 
and always reforming. A 
community that finds grace freely 
given and gives grace freely. 
Church is always moving with the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit through 
the gift of the authoritative Holy 
Scriptures and the collaborative 
efforts of our Confessions. In the 
Sacraments, baptism and 
Eucharist, the tangible signs of an 
invisible grace draw us into Christ’s 
presence. In Scripture, Church 
understands the work it is called to 
do while we wait for the return of 
Jesus Christ, a time when tears and 
pain, and sin and death will be no 
more. 



A PERSONAL LETTER 
FROM ASHLEY BAIR 

Hello Central Presbyterian Church 
family, 

What a thrill and joy it is to be with 
you! My time with the DAPNC has 
been a personally fulfilling 
experience of exciting 
conversation, dynamic vision, and 
incredible hospitality and kindness 
- a glimpse of the wonderful work 
that you all participate in everyday 
as part of the body of Christ. I look 
forward to meeting you in person. 

After graduating from Princeton 
Seminary in May 2018, I was 
eager to get into the Church and 
start living into my call. I've spent 
the last year working in 
congregations in my home state of 
Michigan and advocating for 
public policy changes in 
Washington, DC. All of this while 
looking for a church where I can 
be rooted, serve and be served. It's 
been quite the journey! 

I am grateful that the process has 
led me to discover the incredible 
work of Central Presbyterian 
Church in St. Paul. I was 
immediately drawn to the Central 
Presbyterian motto "in the city for 
good," which, as you describe, has 

led your community to be open to 
creative risk-taking and the joy that 
comes from a community 
blossoming in its neighborhood. I 
believe that God is always creating 
and that when we build meaningful 
relationships within our church, 
communities, and cities we are 
participating in God's creative work 
in the world. The level of optimism 
and outreach that drives Central is 
inspiring. 

I'm looking forward to starting my 
ministry with enthusiasm, boldness, 
imagination, patience and humility. 
As I attempt to prepare for 
whatever lies ahead, I am 
reminded of Central's motto and 
the importance of community in 
Christ, which is always for good. 
Community impacts our spiritual 
and emotional well-being. It is in 
community that we discover our 
own strengths. It is in community 
that we learn how much we can do 
together that we might never 
accomplish alone. It is in 
community that we recognize both 
our call to love each other as God 
loves us and our need for each 
other throughout the rolling hills of 
our life. Christ called us to be in 
community because He knew how 

special and extraordinary a life 
lived together could be. 

We are all called to be a beacon of 
light in the world and in each 
other's lives. I have great hope in 

Learn more about Ashley Bair and see videos with her  
by visiting our website at www.centralforgood.org/dapnc. 

the church and the future. God has 
amazing things in store for us! 

Peace and blessings to you. 

Sincerely yours, 
Ashley Bair 



Do  

we want 
someone 

who will 
dream big 

with us? 

 
 

- GIFTY 
AMARTEIFIO, 

DAPNC  

“  
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