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PARKING 
Free parking is available Sundays in the MPR lot 
and the World Trade Center Parking Ramp across 
from MPR on Cedar Street.  If parking in the ramp, 
be sure to get a chaser ticket from the usher to 
avoid ramp fees.  For weekday parking options, 
visit our website. 
 

ACCESSIBILITY 
Large print worship bulletins and hymns 
are available from the ushers or in back 
of the sanctuary. 
 
The sanctuary is T-coil enabled for those 
with hearing aid technology.  If you 
require other assistance, hearing devices 
are available from ushers. 
 
Reserved parking and a wheelchair 
ramp are available in the MPR lot off 9th 
Street East.  Accessible restrooms are in 
the hall by side sanctuary doors and on 
the lower level. 
 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
Central Presbyterian Church 
500 Cedar Street | Saint Paul, MN 55101 
(651) 224-4728   
office@cpcstpaul.org  

IN OUR PRAYERS 
Central is a caring community of faith that includes 
members, friends, and visitors.  We give thought to 
those who are rarely or currently not able to attend 
worship here.  Today, we keep in our prayers 
Farie Hogue. 
 

CHILDREN 
Children are always welcome at Central as a mark 
of a healthy and vibrant community. Young 
children can stay with you in worship, or you can 
escort them upstairs to our nursery. For children 
who stay with you, we offer worship bags of child 
friendly activities at the back of the sanctuary. 
(Please return them either to an usher or to the tree 
stand at the end of the service.)  Children are also 
invited to the front of the sanctuary during worship 
for a special children’s message. 
 

FLOWERS 
If you would like to donate flowers for worship (in 
honor of someone or in celebration of something), 
please contact Anna at (651) 224-4728 or 
office@cpcstpaul.org.   
 

LICENSE 
The music in today’s bulletin is reprinted with 
permission, OneLicense.net A-71257.  The Call to 
Worship is adapted from one by Cheryl Lawrie 
(http://holdthisspace.org.au).  The cover art is  
Behold the Lamb of God by Walter Rane. 

W W W . C E N T R A L F O R G O O D . O R G  
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O R D E R  O F  W O R S H I P  
As we gather in this space to worship, let us listen for God’s still, small voice by silencing our cell phones,  

refraining from conversation, and using the music to bring us into a time of reflection and prayer. 

 Please stand in body or in spirit 
 

PRELUDE Three Little Carols for Christmas Eve [ arr. A. Lovelace ] 
 He is Born [ arr. L. Koch ] 
 Stille Nacht [ arr. L. Koch ] 
 Silent Night [ arr. Tornquist ] 
 Lo, How a Rose E'er Blooming [ arr. Wolaver ] 
 In Silent Night [ by M. Southall ] 
 
 CALL TO WORSHIP AND LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES 
  

L: We are here because we have heard a promise of peace. 
C: And we have faith its day will come 
L: We have heard a whisper of hope. 
C: And we have faith its day will come 
L: We have heard the beginning notes of joy. 
C: And we have faith its day will come 
L: We have heard a hint of love. 
C: And we have faith its day will come. 
L: We have heard of the birth of the Christ-child. 
C: And we have faith his day is here. 
L: Welcome to Christmas. 
C: Welcome to worship 

  
 CAROL  Angels We Have Heard on High    [ #113 ] 

 
1 Angels we have heard on high, 

sweetly singing o’er the plains, 
and the mountains in reply 
echoing their joyous strains. 
Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
 

(continued on next page) 

2  Shepherds, why this jubilee? 
Why your joyous strains prolong? 
What the gladsome tidings be 
which inspire your heavenly song? 
Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
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3  Come to Bethlehem and see 
him whose birth the angels sing; 
come, adore on bended knee 
Christ, the Lord, the newborn King. 
Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
Gloria in excelsis Deo!  

   
PRAYER OF CONFESSION    

God of grace and truth, 
in Jesus Christ you came among us 
as light shining in darkness. 
We confess that we have not welcomed the light, 
or trusted good news to be good. 
We have closed our eyes to glory in our midst, 
expecting little, and hoping for less. 
Forgive our fears, and renew our hope, 
so that we may receive the fullness of your grace, 
and live in the truth of Christ the Lord. Amen. 

 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON   

L: The good news is that there is more love in God than there  
 is sin in the world.  God, who created us in love,  
C: has more creative intentions for us.   
L: So hear the good news,  
C: in Jesus Christ we are forgiven.   
L: And through this forgiveness, we are set free to love and serve God with all our  
 heart, mind, and strength.  And may all God’s people join together with thanks  
 and praise,  
C: Amen. 

 
 GLORIA  

Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
Gloria in excelsis Deo! 

 
[ 4:00 P.M. ]  CHILDREN’S TIME 

We invite young children to stay in worship with their families following the passing of the peace,  
or they may have their parents/guardians sign them into the nursery upstairs. 

 
 PASSING THE PEACE 
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PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
 
HEBREW SCRIPTURES Isaiah 9:2-7 [ p. 598 in pew Bible ] 
 
CAROL   Infant Holy, Infant Lowly [ #128 ]  

1 Infant holy, infant lowly, 
for his bed a cattle stall; 
oxen lowing, little knowing 
Christ the babe is Lord of all. 
Swift are winging 
angels singing, 
noels ringing, 
tidings bringing: 
Christ the babe is Lord of all! 
Christ the babe is Lord of all! 
 

 
GREEK SCRIPTURES Luke 2:1-7 [ p. 50 in pew Bible ] 
 
ANTHEM The Holy Child, a Puerto Rican Carol [ arr. Dolores Hruby ] 
 
GREEK SCRIPTURES Luke 2:8-20 [ p. 50 in pew Bible ] 

L: The Word of the Lord 
C:   Thanks be to God 

 
SERMON - “Into the Story” Rev. David Colby 
 
CAROL  Love Has Come [ #110 ] 

1 Love has come: a light in the darkness! 
Love shines forth in the Bethlehem skies. 
See, all heaven has come to proclaim it; 
hear how their song of joy arises: 
Love! Love! Born unto you, a Savior! 
Love! Love! Glory to God on high. 
 

(continued on next page) 

2 Flocks were sleeping; shepherds keeping 
vigil till the morning new 
saw the glory, heard the story, 
tidings of the gospel true. 
Thus rejoicing, 
free from sorrow, 
praises voicing 
greet the morrow: 
Christ the babe was born for you! 
Christ the babe was born for you!   
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2 Love is born! Come, share in the wonder. 
Love is God now asleep in the hay. 
See the glow in the eyes of his mother; 
what is the name her heart is saying? 
Love! Love! Love is the name she whispers. 
Love! Love! Jesus, Emmanuel. 

 
3  Love has come and never will leave us! 

Love is life everlasting and free. 
Love is Jesus within and among us. 
Love is the peace our hearts are seeking. 
Love! Love! Love is the gift of Christmas. 
Love! Love! Praise to you, God on high!  

 
WELCOME 
 
OFFERING OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS   

Please place the Friendship Pad sheet in the offering plate. 
 
OFFERTORY    Ding, Dong, Merrily on High [ arr. B. Wallace ]
   
 OFFERTORY RESPONSE 

What can I give him, Poor as I am? 
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; 
If I were a wise man, I would do my part; 
Yet what I can I give him, give my heart.  


 PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 
[ 10:30 P.M. ] LIGHITNG OF CANDLES 

At this time, we will light small candles from the Christ candle. 
To avoid dripping wax, please carefully tilt the unlit candle toward the flame. 

 
  
CAROL  Silent Night 

Silent night, holy night!  All is calm, all is bright,  
Round yon Virgin mother and child!  Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 
Sleep in heavenly peace, Sleep in heavenly peace. 
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Silent night, holy night!  Shepherds quake at the sight,  
Glories stream from heaven afar, Heavenly hosts sing “Alleluia; 
Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born. 
  
Silent night, holy night!  Son of God, love’s pure light 
Radiant beams from Thy holy face, With the dawn of redeeming grace,  
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth,  Jesus, Lord at Thy birth. 
 
Silent night, holy night!  Wondrous star, lend thy light; 
With the angels let us sing, Alleluia to our King, 
Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born. 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER   

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into  
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory, forever.  Amen    

    
 CAROL Joy to the World 

Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive her king; 
Let every heart prepare him room, and heaven and nature sing, 
And heaven and nature sing, and heaven, and heaven and nature sing. 
  
Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! Let all their songs employ, 
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat the sounding joy, repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
  
He rules the world with truth and grace, and makes the nations prove 
The glories of his righteousness and wonders of his love, 
And wonders of his love, and wonders, wonders of his love. 

  
 BENEDICTION 
  
POSTLUDE  Toccata on Antioch [ by Craig Phillips ]
  

[ 10:30 p.m. ] Candles may be extinguished at this time and deposited at the rear of the sanctuary. 
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A WORD FROM REV.  COLBY 

Here at Central, we like to proclaim that we are “In the City for Good.”  I think it is spot on for what this 
church is all about.  At Central, our worship is connected to our daily lives.  Our mission, including using our 
facilities as a temporary shelter for homeless children and their parents last month, is not separated from our 

praise and prayers.  Trusting Jesus’ warning that “God alone is good,” we don’t claim to be perfect, but we do 
want to participate in God’s work in and among us.  This is a church with a historic past but an even brighter 

future.  We are growing in people, energy, and faith.  We invite you into this community of faith and hope. 

If you are visiting today, I hope that you will introduce yourself to me after the service.   
Welcome to Central! 

SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR MUSICIANS! 
4:00 P.M. SERVICE 
 Soloists: Shanta Hejmadi, Abbie Betinis, 

Adam Van der Sluis, David Winkworth 
 Pianist: Steve Swanson 
 Percussion: Lucy Hiestand 
 
10:30 P.M. SERVICE 
 The Central Choir 
 Soloists: Shanta Hejmadi, Abbie Betinis, 

Adam Van der Sluis, David Winkworth 
 Pianist: Steve Swanson 
 Percussion: Lucy Hiestand 
 
TO THOSE ATTENDING THE  
10:30 P.M. WORSHIP SERVICE 
If you would like to bring home a poinsettia 
plant from the sanctuary, please feel free to 
take one after worship tonight.  (Please wait 
for the conclusion of the postlude before 
removing them.) 
 
 
 

YEAR END GIVING 
The mission and ministry of this church is not 
possible without the generous support of 
members and friends.  Together, we are in the 
city for good, offering inspiring worship 
services, beautiful music, programming for 
children and people of all ages, healthy 
community meals, and critical mission projects 
such as serving as a shelter each November 
for families experiencing homelessness. As 
2018 draws to a close, we can use your 
financial support! 

 You can make a year-end gift of money 
that will go to support our operating 
budget. 

 You can make a pledge of financial 
support for 2019 (pledge cards available 
from the ushers) 

 In addition to your financial support, there 
are a variety of one-time and ongoing 
volunteer needs that support the work of 
this church.  Go to our website at 
centralforgood.org/volunteer to see how 
you can help us be in the city for good! 
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VOCALPOINT CONCERTS 
FEBRUARY 9 & 10 AT 4:00 PM 
VocalPoint is an auditioned choir of about 80 
members led by Artistic Director, Jennifer 
Anderson with annual concerts each year at 
Central.  VocalPoint uses the power of people, 
art, and collaboration to tell the stories of 
organizations doing life-changing work.  They 
shine a spotlight on important issues such as 
youth homelessness, the immigrant 
experience, and sex trafficking.  They give 
100% of performance-driven donations to a 
worthy cause that will make a dramatic impact 
in everyday lives.   In their seven seasons, they 
have supported the work of Open Arms of 
Minnesota, Avenues for Homeless 
Youth, Neighborhood House, The Advocates 
for Human Rights, Upstream Arts, One 
Heartland, and Twin Cities R!SE, raising nearly 
$200,000 for these organizations. 

This year’s beneficiary will be Walk-In 
Counseling Center.  This program provides 
free mental health counseling to help 
thousands address issues that include 
depression, anxiety, chemical dependency, 
domestic violence and others.  Their mission 
is to provide free, easily accessible mental 
health counseling to people with urgent needs 
and few service options.  

Our guest artist this year is Sara Thomsen, 
who writes music that allows us to “hold 
space” for each other  —  to give each other 
permission to grieve, or hurt, or heal.  When 
we hold space for each other, we let ourselves 
simply BE, without judgement or without trying 
to fix it or without changing the subject.    

To learn more about VocalPoint or the 
upcoming concerts, visit their website at 
www.vocalpointchorus.org. 
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Phil Asgian In memory of Andrew Lederle. 

Joyce Baloga & Darlene Larson In memory of Don & June Berger. 

Rick & Kathy Barker In memory of our daughter, Michele Boone. 

Bruce Beese Family In memory of Donald & Ednamae Beese. 

The Bollman Family In honor of our new members at Central - Welcome! 

Central Friends In memory of Frank & Mary Price. 

Nancy & Dwight Colby In honor of our son-in-law Chris Davie. 

Larry & Lisa Cumpston  

Mary Darling In memory of the Darling family. 

Marjorie Elliott In memory of Eugene Elliott. 

Janet Engeswick In memory of Bruce Engeswick. 

Lucille Ferguson In loving memory of my sons Gordon & Jerry Ferguson. 

Virgie Bundy & Roger Grussing In memory of Gary Bundy and Carol Grussing. 

Laura & Terry Henry In memory of Ken Heffley, younger brother of Laura. 

Lucy Hiestand In memory of John & Jean Hiestand and Mark Hiestand. 

Gina Juffer In memory of Herm Juffer. 

Bim & LeVuo Juhnke In memory of loved ones. 

Joan Kelly & Jane Lonergan In memory of Doris and Bernard Schleiter and Dale Schleiter. 

Darlene Larson and family In memory of Ronald Larson. 

Russell Lundeen In memory of Ardis, Larry, and Frank Lundeen. 

Linda Morgan In memory of Robert & Elizabeth Morgan and Margaret McGuire. 

Margo Nicoll In memory of Nancy Gilger. 

James Olson In memory of Sandy Olson. 

Lloyd J. Peitzman In memory of Karen Lea. 

Lynda Petrie In honor of my children and grandchildren. 

CHRISTMAS GREENERY &  POINSETT IAS  
Thank you to the following people for donating the beautiful poinsettias and fresh greenery  

used to decorate our sanctuary and church entrance this Christmas season. 
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U P C O M I N G  W O R S H I P  
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 30 AT 10:30 A.M. 
This will be a chance to sing lots of Christmas carols in our beautifully decorated sanctuary.  
Pastoral Associate Maureen Smith will preach on “Lost and Found,” based on the story in 
Luke 2: 41-52 about Jesus in the temple in Jerusalem when he was 12 years old.   

Susan Seymour In memory of Larry Seymour. 

Dan & Jean (Momsen) Shively In memory of Dick & Eileen Momsen, and Central's Boy Scout Troop 
#40. 

Kelly & Chris Smith In memory of Alan & Shella Smith, and in honor of Ed & Grace 
Bonderson and Evelyn Smith. 

Helen Taylor In memory of Pauline Taylor. 

Mark & Mary Kay Vance In memory of Mary Kay's siblings, Vergie & Robert Behrens. 

Dick & June Wheeler In memory of our parents, the Walter Trenkners and John Wheelers. 

Carl & Charrie Willis In honor of Elizabeth Roberts. 

Roger & Bonnie Zopfi In memory of our sons Craig and David. 

Audrey M. Rath In memory of the Leo Rath family: Barbara, Joseph, Frank, Kathe-
rine, Henry, Betty, Caroline, & Julie. 

OPEN CHOIR REHEARSAL 
Wondering what it’s like to sing in the Central 
Choir?  Love to sing but haven’t yet committed 
to joining?  We are holding an “Open Choir 
Rehearsal” on Wednesday, January 9 at 7:15 
p.m. in the Sanctuary.  You are invited to join 
us for that evening – we’ll provide everything 
you need and there will be no arm-twisting to 
join. You can plan to simply join us for that 
one rehearsal (and sing on Sunday), or it’s a 
great opportunity to see if this is an area of 
ministry that you might want to participate in 
on a regular basis.  The Central Choir is a 
friendly, joyful group of people who welcomes 
newcomers easily.  If you have any questions, 
please contact Jennifer Anderson (Director of 
Music Ministry) at JenniferA@cpcstpaul.org 

UNDECORATING CENTRAL 
Help is needed to take down the greenery and 
pack away the Christmas decorations on Sat-
urday, January 5 from 10:00 am - noon. 
Childcare will be provided.  To volunteer, go 
to www.centralforgood.org/volunteer or con-
tact Charrie at willis.carl@comcast.net. Come 
and join in the fun!  

HEAR ABOUT CENTRAL’S MISSION  
TRIP TO PUERTO RICO! 
Want to learn about the hurricane recovery 
efforts, experiences and activities of the team 
who traveled to Puerto Rico last month?  Then 
join us after worship on January 13 for pho-
tos, stories and conversations with our mission 
trip team as they share the efforts,  insight and 
results from that work. 
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C E N T R A L  T E A M  
PASTORAL CARE 

Rev. Dr. David Colby, Pastor 
dcolby@cpcstpaul.org, ext 102 

Maureen Smith, Pastoral Associate 

Parish Associates: Rev. Casey Wells,  
Rev. Doug Throckmorton,  

Rev. Lou Bender 

ADMINISTRATION 
Anna Sanchez, Church Administrator 

office@cpcstpaul.org, ext 100 

Christie Rachelle, Communications 
cpc@christierachelle.com 

Matt Ehling, Treasurer 
William Zopfi, Treasurer Emeritus 

Mary Lange, Evening Receptionist 

Patrick Cook, Sexton  

MUSIC 
Jennifer Anderson, Director of Music 

jennifera@cpcstpaul.org, ext 103 

Music Staff: Shanta Hejmadi, Abbie 
Betinis, Adam Van der Sluis, Steve 

Swanson, David Winkworth  

YOUTH PROGRAMS 
Erik Juvonen,  

Child & Youth Coordinator 
erikj@cpcstpaul.org 

Megan Beese, Preschool Teacher 

FOOD MINISTRY 
Barb Westman, Chef & Manager 

Barb.westman@gmail.com, ext 114 

Sue LeClaire, Sous Chef 

Peter Evarts, Dishwasher 

MARTHA’S CLOSET 
Sandy White, Director 

wjands7@aol.com, ext 112 

T H I S  W E E K  AT  C E N T R A L  
MONDAY 12/24 - CHRISTMAS EVE 
Office Hours  8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 
4:00 p.m. Worship with carols and  
  professional vocal quartet 
10:30 p.m. Worship with candlelight,  
  Central Choir and organ 
 
TUESDAY 12/25 - CHRISTMAS DAY 
Office closed 
 
WEDNESDAY 12/26 
No Wednesday Lunch or Martha’s Closet  
 
SUNDAY 12/30 
9:30 a.m.  Education for All Ages 
10:30 a.m. Worship 
11:30 a.m. Coffee and Fellowship 
7:00 p.m. St. Paul AA Speaker Meeting 
 
MONDAY 12/31 
Normal office hours observed 
 
TUESDAY 1/1 - NEW YEAR’S DAY 
Office closed 
 
 


